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AD1HJAL  REPORT 


of  the 

IMDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairnan  and  Members  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1970* 


The  population  of  Morpeth  Rural  District  fell  from  17,050  in  1969  to  16,590 
in  1970*  There  was  a  fall  also  in  the  adjusted  birth  rate  from  14*6  to  13*7  - 
compared  with  a  national  figure  of  16.0.  The  number  of  stillbirths  increased  by 
2,  giving  the  higher  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  of  23  -  the 
national  rate  was  13»0.  Pour  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  19  -  compared  with  a  national 
rate  of  1C. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  increased  slightly  from  11. 4  in  1969,  to  12.4  in  1970  - 
the  national  rate  was  11, 7 •  Almost  3 &f°  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  wore  due  to 

diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  and  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  -  over  22°/o  were  due  to  this  cause.  The  number  of 
dearths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  increased  from  7  in  1969  > 
to  12  in  1970*  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  two  diseases  which  occurred  in  significant  numbers  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
during  1970  were  measles  and  infective  hepatitis.  In  the  first  month,  over  30  cases 
of  infective  hepatitis  wore  notified,  mainly  in  the  Red  Row  area,  and  in  February 
cases  began  to  occur  in  Pegswood.  By  the  end  of  April,  over  00  cases  had  been 
notified.  Tho  disease  continued  to  occur  sporadically  until  December,  when  the 
infection  spread  to  a  hospital  in  the  area  and  12  notifications  were  received  from 
one  children*  s  ward.  In  an  attempt  to  prevent  further  spread  of  the  infection,  an 
injection  of  immune  serum  globulin  was  offered  to  members  of  the  nursing,  school 
and  hospital  staffs.  Over  325  injections  were  given,  and  this  proved  to  be  effective 
in  maintaining  services  for  the  patients. 

Measles  began  to  be  notified  in  the  Spring  of  the  year  and  cases  continued  to 
occur  during  the  summer  months  -  there  'were  133  oases  in  all.  Measles  vaccine,  which 
had  been  in  very  short  supply  for  over  a  year  due  to  the  withdrawal  of  supplies  by 
one  firm,  again  became  available  in  May  1970*  and  the  vaccination  campaign  against 
this  disease  was  recommenced.  The  helpful  effect  of  this,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  seen 
in  the  future.  Six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  children  were  vaccinated  against  measles 
in  the  whole  of  the  central  area  of  Northumberland  during  the  year  under  review. 

Of  the  five  cases  of  whooping  cough  which  were  notified  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year,  only  one  had  been  immunised  previously  against  the  disease. 

Six  of  the  cases  of  soiine  dysentery  occurred  in  an  institution  in  the  area,. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  notified  in  1970  and  the  causal 
organism  proved  to  be  salmonella  enteritidis.  The  source  of  infection  was  thought 
to  have  been  either  cold  ham,  pork  loin  or  corned  beef  which  had  been  eaten  within 
72  hours  of  the  onset  of  symptoms,  but  this  could  not  bo  confirmed  as  none  of  the 
meat  was  available  for  examination.  Ho  further  cases  occurred  in  the  district. 

In  September,  vaccination  against  german  measles  was  offered  to  all  13  year  old 
girls  in  the  area,  to  ensure  protection  against  this  disease  because  of  the  known 
association  of  certain  foetal  abnormalities  following;  an  attack  of  .german  measles 
during  pregnancy.  A  very  good  response  was  obtained  and  approximately  102  consent 
forms  were  returned,  but  the  vaccine  had  not  become  available  and  vaccinations  could 
not  bo  carried  out  before  tho  end  of  the  year. 


Once  again,  I  should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Hay,  The  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  other  Council  Officials  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which 
they  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  for  the  continued  interest  and  support 
of  members  of  the  Council. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  Dick,  M.B.,  B.S . ,  B.Hy. ,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Rural  District  of  Morpeth. 


Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee 

OFFICERS  OF  TIIB 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
(Housing  &  Meat) 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Offices  of  the  Medical  Officer 
Clerk  tbo  the  Medical  Officer 
Telephone 
Offices  of  the  Public  Health  Inspect 
Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Telephone 


COUNCILLOR  T.P.II.  SANDERSON 

LIC  ILOALTH  DEPARTMENT 

KATHLEEN  DICK, 

M.B.,  B.S  . ,  B.IIy. ,  D.P.H. 

W.G.  NEBB, 

R.S.I.,  S .I.J.B. , 

Meat  Inspectors  Certs. 

J.T.  NICHOLSON, 

R.S.I.,  S.I.J.B., 

Meat  Inspectors  Certs. 

156,  Woodhom  Road,  Ashington. 

Mrs.  M.  Hay 

Ashington  2207 

Dacre  Street,  Morpeth. 

Mrs.  D.  Fish 

Morpeth  3255 


Area  in  Acres . . . . .  79?  195 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population  mid- 1970  ••  16,590 

Rateable  Value  . .  £537, 44 1 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  . ............... . . . ..*£2, 126 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1970 )  .  5?906 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  . .  1,812 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(The  fi  gures  in  "brackets  are  for  England,  and  Wales) 


Births 


Live  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

200 

100 

100 

Illegitimate 

10 

4 

6 

210 

104 

106 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . ,12,7 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Crude  Birth  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor 

1.08  per  1,000)  . 13.7  (l6.0) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate  ................. .0.86 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all  live  births  . . •••••  5  (8) 

Still  Births.  Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate  541 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  •••• . . . .  23  (13) 


DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

185  93  87 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population . . . .  11,2 

Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Crude  Death  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor 

(l.ll)  per  1,000  .  12.4  (ll.7) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ........  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still-births)  NIL 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted,  death  rate  to  national  rate  «,....<«•••• ••••••  1.06  (l.OO) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  32  1 

Illegitimate  1  1 

4  2  2 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . 19  (l3) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 , 000  legitimate  live  births  . . 15  ( 17 ) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . ....100  (26) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  211 

Illegitimate  -  - 

2  11 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  211 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

live  births)  10  (l2.0) 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births^lO  (ll) 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births)  •••••••••••.•••  .33  (23) 
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INFANTIIE  MORTALITY 


t— - - — — — - - 

1 

Total 

Number 

1969  1970 

°/o 

1969 

of  Total 
Deaths 
_ 197P.  „ 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 

Circulatory  System 

62 

66 

35.8 

35.67 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

36 

41 

20o8 

22.16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

22 

29 

12, ,? 

15.67 

TOTAL 

120 

136 

69.3 

73.50 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  RURAL 


DISTRICT 


OP  MORPETH 


1 

Year 

Population 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

1940 

16,580 

13.51 

10.43 

70.8 

1945 

15,550 

18.52 

10.35 

55.56 

1950 

17,650 

16.91 

9.07 

40.26 

1955 

17,860 

15.01 

11.2 

26.12 

I960 

17,060 

16.18 

IO.47 

51.9 

1961 

17,120 

15.71 

10.11 

14.87 

1962 

17,510 

17.02 

9.48 

16.78 

1963 

17,570 

16.22 

12.46 

30.6 

1964 

17,040 

17.21 

10.54 

13.03 

1965 

17,950 

15.15 

10.97 

7.35 

1966 

17,940 

12.93 

11.15 

25.06 

1967 

17,910 

13.8 

9.4 

0.0 

I960 

17,400 

14.0 

11.0 

16 

1969 

17,050 

13.5 

10.1 

22 

1970 

16,590 

12.7 

11.2 

19 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OCHER  DISEASES. 

TABLE  SHOEING  ANALYSIS  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS . 


i 


BMNISATIQNS  CuRRIED  OUT  IN  TEE  CENTRAL  AREA  OF  NORTIIUMDERLAND  COUNTY  DURING  1970. 


DISEASE  PR^EiRY  HEUI,IS,,TiQN  Others 

DMIL  OF  BIRTH  under  .16  .  TOTAL 

1970  1969  I960  1967  1963-66  years 


Diphtheria. 

5 

661  149 

0 

15 

32 

870 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

656  145 

7 

9 

am 

022 

Tetanus 

5 

662  149 

8 

16 

07 

927 

Poliomyelitis 

7 

657  144 

12 

20 

57 

097 

Measles 

2 

150  252 

129 

127 

19 

679 

RE-INPORCING 

DOSES 

Diphtheria 

- 

.  -  28 

82 

1017 

33 

1160 

Whooping  Cough 

M 

23 

66 

64 

1 

154 

Tetanus 

1 

1  28 

83 

1030 

641 

1784 

Poliomyelitis 

.  -  28 

82 

1014 

711 

1835 

Smallpox 

No  •  of 

children  vaccinated 

Wo.  oni  n.o  +  orl 

Age  at  date  of 

vaccination- 

< 

• 

Under  1  year 

10 

1  year 

62 

2-4  years 

.  -  84 

6 

5  -15  years 

72 

30 

TOTAL 

228 

36 
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TUBER CULPS IS 


MW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  D  LING  1970. 

One  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  in  a  female  aged  21  years. 

There  were 

Death  rate 
Death  rate 

Death  rate 
Death  rate 

pop. 


no  deaths  from  the  disease* 

from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth  Rural  District  NIL 

from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  0.019  per  1,000 

pop. 

from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth  Rural  District  NIL 

from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales  0.01A  per  1*000 


MRLIGNANI  NEOPLASMS 


The  Registrar- General’s  figures  have 
given  below. 


been  used  in  calculating  the  death-rates 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  the  Luna  and  Drone hus 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Other  Sites 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 


0.723  per  1,000  pop. 
0,617  per  1,000  pop. 


1.748  per  1,000  pop. 
1.773  per  1,000  pop. 


2,47  per  1,000  pop. 
2.390  per  1,000  pop. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  EOP  TT-TFi  area. 


Ambulance  Service, 


This  was  provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council  with  ambulances  stationed 


at 

Station 

Ashington 

Morpeth 

Broomhill 


No ,  of  Drivere 

1  Station  Officer  &  15  Drivers 

1  " 

1  » 


M  M  12 


tl 

M 


No.  of  Ambulances 

7 
4 
3 


Cover  given 

24  hour 
24  hour 

8.a.m.  to  lip .1 


i  s  o  1  a  t e d'eo At ry 'areas ^°n  M  0,mer8  t0  transPort  in  the  more 

One 

disaster,  was  stationed  at  Morpeth  Ambulance  Depot*.  major 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  S ervices • 


Broomhif^Ld^lN  s®rvioes  was  Provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council  at 

SSSS,  St  ES""’  “  “*  **““■  —  «-<  • 

Meals  on  Wheels. 


from  SlHfl^sfto  Pi  the.^^  oitizens  the  area,  increased 

Volun  +  n -nr  Woia  p  .  vj  in  ™70*  Financial  aid  was  given  by  the  Old  Peonle*  s 

CoS  C^oiir  COmmttee’  thS  MOrPet!l  Rural  Blstrict  -d  the  Northland 
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Chiropody  Service. 

This  service  for  elderly  citizens,  continued  to  he  organised  hy  the  Morpeth 
Rural  District  Old  People's  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  during  the  year# 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 

Water  Supplies 

Ninety-seven  point  one  per  cent  (97 *1$)  of  dwellings  within  the  Rural 
District  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains  of  the  Tynemouth  County 
Borough,  Water  Undertaking. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity,  of  good  quality  and  was  well 
maintained. 

The  water  is  described  as  beings-  ”  moderate  hard  with  a  natural  flouride 
content  varying  from  0.1  to  0.2  parts  per  million  and  a  lead  solvency  of  0.2 
parts  per  million." 

The  remaining  two'  point  nine,  (2.9/°)  per  cent  of  dwellings  in  the  rural 
district  obtain  their  water  from  private  sources,  i.e.  wells,  springs  and 
bore  holes.  These  supplies  are  adequate  in  quantity  and  generally  of  good 
quality  although  there  was  some  fluctuation  throughout  the  year  as  will  be 
observed  from  the  following  list  of  sampling  and  results. 

A  total  of  sixty- two  (62)  samples  of  the  public. mains  water  were  collected 
from  all  parts  of  the  area  throughout  the  year  and  on  one  occasion  only  was  a 
doubtful  result  obtained.  A  repeat  sample  from  the  same  situation  one  week  later 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Seventy  (70)  samples,  including  repeat  samples,  were  collected  of  all  waters 
from  private  sources  and  the  following  list  shows  the  date  and  place  of  collection 
together  with  the  examination  result  in  each  case. 

NDTEs-  S  =  Satisfactory  US  =  Unsatisfactory 

The  samples  are  bacteriologically  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Private  Water  Supplies 


No. 

Date 

Place  of  Collection 

Result 

1 

20.1.70. 

No.  10  Netherwitton  Village 

US 

3 

M 

Folly  House,  Netherwitton 

US 

5 

27.1.70 

The  Oaks,  Abshields,  Morpeth 

S 

6 

m 

AbshieldsFarm,  Morpeth 

S 

7 

it 

Stanton  House,  Morpeth 

S 

10 

3.2.70 

No.  10  Netherwitton  Village,  ilorpeth 

US 

11 

M 

Bellion  Farm,  Netherwitton 

s 

13 

10.2.70 

Low  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley 

s 

14 

it 

Linden  Estate,  Longhorsley,  (source) 

s 

15 

it 

Linden  Estate,  Longhorsley 

s 

17 

24.2.70 

Cottage,  Whemley  Burn,  Longhorsley 

US 

18 

n 

Whemley  Burn  Faun,  Longhorsley 

US 

25 

17.3.70 

Cottage,  Linden  Billhead,  Longhorsley 

US 

26 

ii 

Cottage,  Hillhead  Farm,  Longhorsley. 

s 

27 

n 

Bellamour,  Longhorsley 

s 

30 

7.4.70 

Doehill,  Netherwitton 

s 

31 

ii 

Doehill,  Netherwitton  (storage) 

s 

32 

14.4.70 

Keighley  -Gate,  Morpeth 

s 

34 

n 

Earsdon  Hill,  Morpeth 

s 

35 

ii 

Hagg  Farm,  Causey  Park,  Morpeth 

s 

36 

21.4.70 

Smallburn,  Longhorsley 

s 

38 

it 

Well  supply,  Causey  Park 

s 

38a 

28.4.70 

Rugely  Walls,  Cambo 

0 

0 

39A 

ti 

Cottage,  Wallington  Courtyard 

s 

43 

12.5.70 

Spring  Supply,  Cresswell 

s 

45 

19.5.70 

Needless  Hall,  Meldon 

US 

48 

2.6.70 

East  Edington,  Morpeth 

n 

0 

49 

it 

Well  supply,  East  Edington,  Morpeth 

s 

50 

11 

West  Edington,  Morpeth 

s 

52 

9.6.70 

Northgate  Hospital  (supply  outlet) 

s 
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No. 

Pate 

Place  of  Collection 

Result 

53 

9*6.70 

Northgate  Hospital  (supply  inlet) 

S 

54 

it 

Low  Highlaws,  Morpeth 

S 

55 

ti 

Cottage,  Low  Highlaws,  Morpeth 

S 

58 

16.6.70 

Woodlands,  Shadfen,  Morpeth 

S 

60 

23.6.70 

Abbey  Mills  Cottage,  Morpeth 

S 

64 

30.6.70 

Barnes  Farm,  Netherwitton 

US 

65 

11 

Park  Head  Farm,  Netherwitton  (source) 

US 

66 

11 

Park  Head  Farm,  Netherwitton  (house) 

US 

67 

11 

Post  Office,  Netherwitton 

US 

68 

7.7*70 

Barnes  Farm,  Netherwitton 

s 

69 

11 

Park  Head  Farm,  Netherwitton  (source) 

s 

70 

11 

Post  Office,  Netherwitton 

US 

71 

11 

Bellion  Farm,  Netherwitton 

s 

72 

22.7.70 

Font  House,  Netherwitton 

us 

75 

4.8.70 

East  Earsdon,  Morpeth 

US 

76 

11 

Bockenfield  Farm,  Felton 

s 

77 

11 

Blackbrook  Farm,  Felton 

s 

78 

11. 8. TO 

West  Earsdon  Farm,  Morpeth 

s 

79 

ti 

West  Earsdon  Farm  (source) 

s 

80 

M 

Bockenfield  Farm,  Felton 

us 

88 

8.9.70 

Lough  House,  Morpeth 

•  s 

89 

22.6.70 

Bockenfield  Farm,  Felton 

US 

93 

29.9.70 

Bellion  Farm,  Netherwitton  (source) 

s 

94 

II 

Bellion  Farm,  Netherwitton  (reservoir) 

us 

95 

It 

Post  Office,  Netherwitton 

s 

97 

6.10.70 

Bellion  Farm,  Netherwitton  (reservoir) 

s 

98 

II 

High  Southward  Edge,  Longhorsley 

s 

99 

II 

Haredene ,  Longhorsley 

s 

101 

20.10.70 

Horsley  High  Barns,  Longhorsley 

s 

102 

II 

Whemley  Burn,  Longhorsley 

s 

103 

11 

Old  Supply  -  Longhorsley  Village 

s 

113 

10.11.70 

Burgham  Farm,  Felton 

US 

114 

II 

Burgham  Farm,  Felton  (filter) 

S 

117 

17.11.70 

The  Helm,  Thirston,  Felton 

s  . 

118 

It 

Cottage,  Eshott  Village 

s 

119 

It 

Thirston  Mill,  Felton 

s 

123 

24.11.70 

Spring,  Cresswell  Village 

s 

126 

1.12.70 

Fenrother  Lane,  Tritlington 

US 

127 

It 

Fenrother  Lane,  Tritlington  (reservoir) 

US 

128 

II 

10  Netherwitton  Village,  Morpeth 

US 

Synopsi 

s  of  Results 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public 

Supply 

61 

1 

Private 

Supplies 

49 

21 

Where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained,  investigations 

were  made  and 

advice 

supplied  to 

effect  improvement.  Although  faulty  storage 

conditions  were 

generally  responsible  for  the  poor  results,  inadequate  protection  of  the  source 
of  supply  was  a  common  cause  of  pollution. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  numbers  of  dwellings  and  estimated 
populations  within  the  respective  parishes  of  the  rural  district  which  are  supplied 
with  water  from  public  and  private  sources  including  those  dwellings  without  an 
internal  piped  supply  which  obtain  their  water  from  standpipes  or  other  means. 


V.  J 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


1st  January  to  31st  December,  1970 


PARISH 


res swell 
Hast  Chevington 
Ellington 
Hartburn 
Hebron 
lepscott 
jonghorsley 
jynemouth 
.onghirst 
[el  don 
[itford 
fetherwitton 
egswood 
hirston 
ritlington 
lgham 
allington 
est  Chevington 
iddrington 


DTALS 


Total 

MAINS  SUPPLY 

PRIVATE  SUPPLY 

STANDPIPES 

'Ho.  of 
'•‘Houses 

Houses 

Est 

Population 

1 

Houses 

Est 

Population 

Houses 

Est  0 

Populati 

67 

67 

201 

-  -t 

r  , 

1265 

1265 

2895 

•— * 

T 

- 

466 

465 

1332 

- 

- 

1 

1 

70 

66 

198 

.  4 

10 

- 

- 

119 

87 

269 

32 

90 

— 

140 

139 

417 

•*0 

- 

1 

2 

192 

165 

495 

26 

74 

1 

2 

829 

829 

2487 

- 

- 

148 

148 

404 

- 

— 

— 

- 

76 

75 

225 

— 

- 

1 

3 

131 

122 

346 

8 

20 

1 

3 

88 

59 

177 

27 

76 

2 

2 

932 

931 

2766 

— 

— 

1 

1 

155 

112 

336 

43 

130 

— 

- 

71 

48 

144 

22 

61 

1 

3 

917 

917 

2721 

— 

— 

— 

- 

344 

3.36 

388 

7 

21 

1 

3 

33 

33 

98 

— 

- 

— 

— 

63 

63 

189 

- 

— 

— 

MM* 

5906 

5728 

16088 

169 

482 

10 

20 

f  the  dwellings  without  internal  piped  water,  three  obtain  their  supply  from  the  public 
ains  and  the  remainer  from  private  sources. 


Sewerage 


-4- 


A  scheme  for  the  proposed  sewerage  of  Ellington  and  Lynemouth  villages 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  o  f  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  January,  19^9? 
was  eventually  returned  for  amendment  and  reapplication.  Fresh  proposals 
were  prepared  and  these  will  he  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  approval  early 
next  year. 

Improvements  to  the  Pegswood  Village  Sewerage  Works,  consisting  of  a  new 
pumphouse  and  sludge  digestion  tank,  were  completed  during  the  year  and  are 
now  operating  satistactorily. 

Drainage  and  Conversions 

One  application  only  was  received  under  section  47 5  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  for  grant  aid  toward  the  cost  of  converting  a  conservancy  type  closet 
to  water  carriage.  This  was  for  a  property  in  Mitford  and  was  approved. 

Most  works  of  this  nature  continue  to  be  executed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts  1949/69  hy  way  of  ’’standard"  or  "discretionary"  grants. 
Another  three  water  closets  were  provided  by  these  means. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  ?/as  estimated  that  only  twenty  one  conservancy 
type  closets  remained  in  use  within  the  rural  district,  i.e.  serving  0.35 1° 
of  dwellings  in  the  rural  district. 

Sludge  Disposal 

The  one  thousand  gallon  capacity  vacuum  tanker  vehicle  engaged  upon  the 
septic  tank  emptying-  and  disposal  service,  travelled  a  total  of  10,242  miles 
during  the  year  and  359  tanks  serving  595  dwellings,  received  a  free  service. 

Disposal  of  sludge  continued,  where  this  was  possible  without  risk  of 
nuisance  or  pollution  of  water  courses,  over  agricultural  land  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  sources  of  collection.  On  the  relatively  few  occasions  when 
this  was  not  possible,  it  was  discharged  together  with  household  refuse  at  the 
nearest  available  and  suitable  disposal  site. 

In  addition  to  the  free  service  to  householders  of  the  rural  district, 
the  vehicle  was  engaged  on  other  services  involved  with  sewerage  and 
rechargeable  works  and  time  spent  by  the  operator  on  these  various  services, 
was  as  follows?- 


Free  Service 

Sewerage  and  other  Council  Services 


Rechargeable  works,  (within  and  outside  of  R.D)  36.8 % 

Out  of  service  (maintenance,  holidays,  sickness  etc) 18.1% 


The  reduction  in  time  spent  on  rechargeable  works  is  reflected  in  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  free  service  for  which  the  scheme  was  originated 

Cost  of  the  Service 


Expenditure 

Income 


£1942.79 

£1450*66 


Nett  charge  ±0  District 


£492.13 


Public  Cleansing 

The  refuse  collection  service  was  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout 
the  nineteen  parishes  of  the  rural  district  during  the  year  without  any 
disruption  from  weather,  labour  or  mechanical  breakdown. 


The  demand  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  bulky  household  discards 
maintained  its  gradual  growth  and  had  to  be  catered  for  outside  of  normal 
service  schedules  with  consequent  increase  in  service  costs. 

# 

Abandonment  of  old  cars  also  maintained  a  steady  growth  and  nine  cars 
were  removed  from  s  eparate  parts  of  the  area  under  the  provisions  of  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act,  1967?  without  any  actual  cost  to  the  local  authority. 


Despite  the  good  collection  service  provided,  indiscriminate  dumping  of 
rubbish  on  roadside  verges  and  woodland  areas  continued  unabated. 


Vehicles 

The  collection  vehicles  in  regular  use  are  of  specialist  manufacture  by 
Messrs.  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  Ltd.,  of  Letchworth  and  are  set  out  unders- 


tje  55 
ML  141 
CJR  624B 
HILL  654D 
RHL  629G 


Rear  loading,  fore  and  aft  tipping  type  12  cu.yds. 

"  "  M  "  »  "  "  16/18  cu.yds. 

M  "  Pakamatic  50  compression  type 

rr  n  it  gc  11  n 

It  M  II  11  11 


1961 

1962 

1964 

1966 

1969 


The  first  mentioned  vehicle  is  now  too  small  and  is  retained  and  used  only 
as  an  auxiliary  during  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  regular  fleet  and  for 
collection  of  bulky  items.  This  vehicle  will  be  disposed  of  upon  delivery  of  a 
modern  vehicle  in  1971* 


In  addition  to  the  collection  vehicles,  there  is  one  tractor  mounted 
hydraulically  operated  shovel  which  operated  with  good  effect  on  the  maintenance 
of  the  several  disposal  sites. 

Refuse  Disposal 

For  economic  reasons,  collected  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  dumping  on  to 
sites  as  near  as  possible  to  the  sources  of  production  and  ^existing  sites  at 
East  Chevington,  Causey  Park,  Lynemouth,  and  Pegswood,  continued  to  be  used  and 
maintained  to  the  best  possible  standards  within  the  limits  imposed  by  plant  and 
labour. 

The  disposal  sites  at  Longhorsley  and  Y/iddrington  were  discontinued  during 
the  year,  the  former  being  filled  and  soiled  and  returned  to  agricultural  use 
and  the  latter  removed  entirely  in  opencast  mining  operations. 

Another  site  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  at  Pegswood  was  purchased  and 
brought  into  use  during  the  year  and  the  previous  site,  which  had  served  for 
eighteen  years,  was  covered  with  soil  and  regraded  to  satisfactory  contours  to 
enable  it  to  be  brought  into  use  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Informal  action  under  the  provisions  of  section  75?  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  resulted  in  the  provision  of,  and/or,  renewal  of  105  standard  dustbins 
and  in  addition  90  dustbins  were  renewed  to  Council  owned  dwellings  and  43 
dustbins  were  supplied  to  private  persons. 

Visits  for  this  purpose  and  for  purposes  of  complaints,  supervision  of 
plant,  personnel  and  disposal  sites  were  made  on  over  300  separate  occasions. 


Cost  of  Service 
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Distance  covered  by  cleansing  vehicles 

Estimated  weight  of  refuse  handled 

Average  w eight  of  refuse  per  dwelling  per  annum 


32,  388  miles 
10,163  tons 
1  ton  14.41  cw  3, 


Nett  Cost  of  Service 


£29.079.51 


Cost  per  ton 

Cost  per  dwelling  per  annum 
Cost  per  head  of  population 
Cost  to  rates  in  the  £ 


£2.86. 13p 

£4.92.37p 

£1 .75. 28p 

£0.05.69? 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960  &  Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968. 

The  popularity  of  holiday  caravan  sites  continued  unabated  and  seventy  nine 
visits  were  made  to  the  several  sites  throughout  the  holiday  season  for  purposes 
of  site  control  and  regulation  in  the  interests  of  the  users. 

Of  the  four  main  holiday  sites  only  one,  privately  owned,  is  capable  of 

/were 

expansion  and,  although  proposals 'received  for  this  purpose,  no  serious  effort 
was  made  to  put  the  proposals  into  effect. 


All  of  the  sites,  which  cater  for  some  500  holiday  caravans,  are  provided 
with  amenities  up  to  the  model  standards  required  under  the  Acts. 

The  demand  for  residential  caravan  sites  within  the  district  has  never  been 
great  and,  where  individual  applicants  received  planning  permission  to  their 
proposals,  usually  restructed  to  limited  periods',  a  licence  was  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  cover  the  period  of  the 
planning  permission  in  each  case. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  such  caravans  were  continuing  in  use  for 
temporary  periods. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  with  regard  to  caravans  which 
existed  at  the  end  of  the  years - 


HOLIDAY 


RESIDENTIAL 


No.  of  No.  of 

sites  caravans 

(1)  Council  owned  &  controlled  1  260 

(2)  Existing  licenced  5  335 

(3)  Renewed  licences  8  11 

(4)  New  licences  -  ~ 


No.  of  No.  of 

sites  caravan 


2 


Gypsies  have  never  posed  a  serious  problem  in  the  rural  district  but  several 
itinerant  families  tend  to  use  varying  areas  for  short  periods  whilst  exploring 
the  locality  for  purposes  of  their  respective  business  interests. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


The  Council's  rodent  operative  continued  his  employment  of  regular 
inspection  and  treatment  as  found  necessary,  of  all  Council's  surface  properties 
including  refuse  and  sewage  disposal  sites  together  with  a  bi-annual  test 
“baiting  of  sewer  systems  in  the  several  parishes  provided  with  this  amenity. 

House  holders  are  encouraged  to  notify  infestations  and  are  provided  with 
a  free  treatment  where  infestation  occurs. 

Regular  surveys  were  made  of  business  and  agricultural  properties  throughout 
the  district  and  treatment  is  provided  on  a  time  and  materials  basis  upon 
demand  or  action  enforced  where  necessary. 

The  importance  of  proofing  against  infestation  continued  to  be  stressed  and 
circulars  indicating  points  requiring  special  attention,  are  available  free  of 
charge . 

Assistance  was  given  on  three  occasions  for  the  destruction  of  wasp  nests, 
on  two  occasions  for  eradication  of  cockroaches  and  one  infestation  of  ants. 

The  following  table  is  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  for  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  on  the  rodent  control  work  of  the  department 
during  the  year. 

Type  of  Property 

Hon-Agri  cultural  Agricultural 

5906  ‘  612 

195  36 

63  12 

10  14 

48  9 

14  3 

5  1 


Ho.  of  properties  in  the  district 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification. 

Ho.  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

(ll)  Mice 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

Ho.  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

(ll)  Mice 


Sewers 


Ho  evidence  of  vermin  infestation 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


Number  of  Houses  completed  during  the  year 


a)  By  Local  Authority  62 

b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  Nil 

c)  By  Private  Persons  59 

Total  Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Rural  District  59^6 

Total  Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  1812 

Closing  and  Demolition 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 

3.  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  24 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above  66 


REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 


1.  By  informal  action  110 

2.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  Nil 

3.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  construction  Nil 

Clearance  Programme 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Part  III  Houses  still  to  be  cleared  180 

Part  II  Houses  likely  to  be  subject  to 

demolition  or  closing  orders  115 


Are  any  unfit  houses  likely  to  remain  after  1973  Yes 


Approximate  number  (if  known) 


243 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Discretionary  Grants 


No .  of  separate 
houses 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  L.A.  19 

2.  Applications  rejected  Nil 

3.  Applications  approved  19 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  787 

5.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  your 

area  since  inception  of  scheme  694 

Standard  Grants  During  the 

Year 


Total  to 
Date 


1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants 

have  been  made  3  102 

2;  Number  of  houses  so  provided  withs- 


(a)  Bath  or  shower 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin 

(c)  Hot  water  supply 

(d)  Water  Closet 

(e)  Sink 


1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


80 

82 

70 

94 

55 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

Control  of  licencing  and  use  of  the  Special  Designations,  "Untreated", 
"Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised",  remain  with  the  Northumberland  County  Council 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  milk  sampling  within  the  district  is 
undertaken  by  their  Health  Inspector. 

Nineteen  samples  were  collected  and  tested  during  the  year  with  the 
following  results $- 

From  distributors  within  the  Rural  District 


Pasteurised  milk  13 

Untreated  milk  1 

From  distributors  outside  the  Rural  Districts  - 

Pasteurised  milk  3 

Untreated  milk  2 


Samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests  with  two  exceptions,  these  were  of 
pasteurised  milk  which  satisfied  the  phosphatase  but  failed  the  methyline  blue 
test. 

Brucellosis 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  County  Health  Inspector  the  department 
assisted  by  collecting  milk  samples  from  herds  producing  milk  for  retail  sale  in 
its  raw  or  untreated  state  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their 
circular  17/66,  A  total  of  eighteen  samples  were  collected  from  the  milk 
produced  by  four  separate  herds. 

The  result  of  the  ring  test  of  these  samples  was  Brucella  Abortus  Negative 
in  each  case. 

Food  Premises 

Food  premises  within  the  Rural  District  number  118  and  by  type  of  business, 
this  number  is  made  up  as  follows s- 


General  dealers  and  grocers  52 
School  kitchens  and  dining  rooms  16 
Public  Houses  12 
Clubs  10 
Butchers  7 
Industrial  Canteens  3 
Fried  Fish  Shops  4 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  2 
Bakers  and  confectioners  2 
Slaughterhouses  3 
Cafes  5 
Chemists  2 


Of these  premises  41  are  registered  under  the  requirements  of  Section  16, 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955?  as  unders 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  32 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  2 

Manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  meats  7 

Visits  to  food  premises  were  made  on  701  separate  occasions  and  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 
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There  are  three  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district,  all  of  which 
are  improved  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations, 
1958, 


At  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  of  these,  privately  owned,  remained  in  use, 
the  other  two  were  closed  as  a  result  of  amalgamation  of  Co-operative  Societies 
and  in  all  probability  will  never  be  re-opened. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963, 
a  lOO^o  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was  maintained. 


Details  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Examined 


, 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

|rT  - 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Ho.  Killed 

465 

Hil 

Hil 

958 

401 

Ho.  Examined 

465 

958 

401 

All  diseases,  except  tuberculosis 

&  cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Nil 

Hil 

Part  carcases 

104 

Hil 

Hil 

15 

39 

Percentages 

22.36 

Hil 

Hil 

1.39 

9.75 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Nil 

Part  carcases 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Percentages 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Cysticerci  only ' 

Whole  carcases 

Hil 

Hil 

Nil 

Hil 

Hil 

Part  carcases 

Hil 

Hil 

Nil 

Hil 

Hil 

Percentages 

Nil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

Hil 

In  addition  the  following  articles  of  food  examined  on  retail  premises  were  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrendered  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Corned  Beef 

6  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

7  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  &  Vegetables 

80  lbs. 

Mixed  Confectionery 

3  cv/ts.  56  lbs. 

Canned  Fish 

i  16. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  rural  district. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  1955 

•  •  •  .....  / 

Twelve  licenses  to  slaughter  food  animals  were  issued  under  Section  3  of 
the  Act,  all  of  which  were  renewals. 
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Offices,  Shops  &  Railwa.y  Premises  Act,  1 96  3 

The  following  table  is  a  copy  of  the  information  supplied  to  H.M,  Inspector 
of  Factories  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1970* 


Number  and  Type  of  Premises  Registered 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
Reg.  during 
the  year 

Total  Number 
of  Reg. 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Numb  ler  of 

Reg.  Premises 
Inspected 
during  year 

Offices 

'9 

'  9 

Retail  Shops 

1 

31 

31 

Wholesale  Shops  &  Warehouses 

— 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments  &  ) 
Canteens  ) 

1 

9 

9 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

1  ...  1 

51 

51 

Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  Persons  Employed 

.  -  -  -  -  -  ■  -  ■  - 

Offices 

34 

Retails  Shops 

166 

Wholesale  departments  k  warehouses 

1 

Catering  estab.  k  canteens 

70 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Total 

272 

Total  Males 

106 

Total  Females 

166 

No  applications  for  exemptions  regarding  space,  temperature,  sanitary 
conveniences  or  washing  facilities  were  received  during  the  year. 

Statutory  action  for  infringements  of  the  Act  was  not  necessary  as  these 
were  few,  of  a  minor  nature  and  remedied  by  informal  action. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  19&3 

A  proposal  to  use  premises  in  Longhirst  Parish  as  an  animal  boarding 
establishment  was  approved  and  a  licence  was  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
this  legislation.  Due  to  altered  circumstances  however  the  business  was  never 
commenced. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  19 64 

Six  applications  for  registration  as  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  were  received 
during  the  year  and  certificates  of  registration  issued.  Three  registrations 
were  renewed  at  the  end  of  the  three  year  period  and  four  existing 
registrations  made  a  total  of  13  registered  dealers  at  the  end  of  the  year 
within  the  rural  district. 
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